Radical pancreatectomy.
In an effort to cure more patients, the standard pancreaticoduodenectomy (Whipple procedure) has been modified to include a wider soft tissue and lymph node dissection, and a resection of a segment of the superior mesenteric and portal veins. The operation is described, and the results are critically reviewed. Although the procedure can be performed safely, and with little additional morbidity compared to a standard resection, there is no objective evidence that it increases the cure rate.